
Sochi Russia We Were There!!  
 

Sochi is a resort city, situated in Krasnodar Krai, Russia, just north of the 

border of the disputed territory of Abkhazia, and the southern Russian border 

fronting the Black Sea. It sprawls along the shores of the Black Sea and 

against the background of the snow-capped peaks of the Caucasus Mountains. At 

145 km (90 mi), Greater Sochi claims to be the longest city in Europe. As of 

the 2002 Census, it had a population of 328,809. In June 2006, the 

International Olympic Committee announced that Sochi had been selected as a 

finalist city to host the 2014 Winter Olympics and the 2014 Winter 

Paralympics. On 4 July 2007, Sochi was announced as the host city of the 2014 

Winter Games. This will be the Russian Federation's first time to host the 

Winter Olympic Games, and the first time to host the Paralympic Games. 

 

Sochi has a long history that dates back to Ancient Greek and Roman times 

when the area was inhabited by the Zygii people. From the 6th to the 11th 

centuries though, Sochi belonged to Georgia's kingdoms of Egrisi and 

Abkhazia. 

 

After the 15th century, the region making up Sochi was known as Ubykhia and 

was controlled by local mountaineer clans. In 1829 however the coastline 

region was ceded to Russia after the Caucasian and Russo-Turkish Wars. 
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In 1838, Russia founded the Fort of Alexandria (which was renamed Navaginsky) 

at the mouth of the Sochi River. In 

1864, the final battle of the 

Caucasian War took place and on 

March 25 a new fort Dakhovsky was 

established where Navaginsky had 

been. 

 

By the 1900s Sochi was already a 

prestigious holiday spot. Tsar 

Nicholas II had a summer cottage in 

the region by the seaside. Famous 

Russian artists and performers 

including the legendary opera-singer 

Fyodor Shalyapin, poet Vladimir 

Mayakovsky and writer Isaac Babel, 

also came here. During the years of 

the Soviet power the Soviet elite 

and top workers also came here to bask on the large-pebble beaches and stroll 

along the cypress and palm-shaded promenades overlooking the sea. 

 

Sochi is almost unique among larger Russian cities as having some aspects of 

a subtropical resort. 

 

The major attraction of the city is its natural resources and the beauty of 

its landscapes. Pristine rivers and streams run out of the forest covered 

foothills of the Caucasus. The beaches stretch as far as the eye can see. In 

the fall Sochi paints the leaves fantastic colors, and then throw them to the 

wind. 

 

Apart from the scenic Caucasus Mountains, pebble and sand beaches, the city 

attracts vacation-goers with its subtropical vegetation, numerous parks, 

monuments, and extravagant Stalinist architecture. The most prestigious 

holiday spot is the Riviera Park. Pools, statues, and magnolia trees are 

among main draws of the park. 

 

About two million people visit Greater Sochi each summer, when the city is 

home to the annual film festival "Kinotavr" and a getaway for Russia's elite. 

 

A UNESCO World Heritage Site, the 2,957 square kilometers (731,000 acres) 

Caucasian Biosphere Reserve, lies just north from the city. Sochi also has 

Europe's most northerly tea plantations. It is served by the Adler-Sochi 

International Airport. The Sochi Light Metro is under construction, projected 

to be complete by 2014. 

Alfie Mangan has sent along this material.  This may be useful if you are 

attempting to explain to friends where you have been.  
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