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Presenting Olli, Ina & Alina Schwarten 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a cold morning in Meerbusch, Germany in Dec. 2006. I was 

sitting in my favourite breakfast café, where I heard the owner of the 

café telling another guest, that a friend of his will be visiting him 

soon with a brand new game called "Shuffleboard" AND that he wants to 

introduce it in his café.  That sounded quite interesting for me, so I 

asked the owner if my wife Ina and I may come to this event also?  

Sure! 

A few days later, Ina and I came to the café where a bunch of strange 

women and men were sitting and standing around a Rollout-Shuffleboard-

Court and a guy in the middle explaining the rules and he repeated 

over and over again how much fun this game was. 

We received a warm welcome from an unknown lady and her friends. 

The guy in the middle was Dieter Hussmann, the president of the German 

Shuffleboard Association, the lady was Birgitt, his wife and the 

friends were inter alia Kerstin and Sebastian Runge.  We felt 

comfortable and relaxed in this small group of enthusiastic people.  

And the guy in the middle, Dieter, was right: This game is fun! Ina 

and I decided that very evening to take part in this young German 

shuffleboard-community. 
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At that time, we never dreamed that only 9 months later we would be 

members of the German team at the ISA Tournament in Midland, Ontario, 

Canada.  As absolute novices, it was more important for us meeting 

nice people with the same interests, than winning the tournament.  And 

we did just that; we met some very nice people!  

In 2008 I played for the 

German team in 

Coolangatta, Australia. 

Ina had to stay at home, 

because of our daughter 

Alina. In Coolangatta I 

was honored to receive the 

prestigious Sportsmanship 

Award.  Team Captain 

Dieter Hussmann pins me as 

ISA President Gus Bondi 

looks on.   

One possible reason for 

receiving the award might 

be, that I´m better in developing software and web-pages than playing 

Shuffleboard. So I took care about the technical details of the German 

Shuffleboard Site and since 2010 of the ISA website also.   

2010 was a very special year for us and many more 

German Shufflers - the preparation and hosting of the 

ISA Team Tournament in Hohenroda was a major 

achievement.  Ina received the deserved Sportsmanship 

Award in the 2010 ISA. Ina is on our left, standing 

beside her fellow player, Kerstin Runge.    

While my Shuffleboard skills are on a constant low 

level, Ina is getting better every year (currently 

ranked 9th and second best women in Germany). 

Now, in 2011, we will make the short trip to Sochi just 

to meet old and new friends while playing Shuffleboard! 

See you soon!  Ina & Olli: May of 2011   

 


