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The Allen Family Makes The Trip To Washington, DC!! 

On May 20
th
 the Allen Family will fly to the Nation’s Capital, 

Washington, DC. Sam and Marcia, Jim and Beth, have very good reason to 

be proud of the academic achievements of Stephen and Tim Allen.  

Stephen is graduating from the University of Florida during the final 

week of April and has accepted a scholarship to attend the University 

of Miami Law School this fall!!  Older son Tim will be receiving his 

Masters degree in Arabic Linguistics from Georgetown University in 

Washington, DC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the ceremony at Georgetown University, rather than fly back 

to Tampa, Jim and Beth will make their way to JFK in New York and then 

fly to Moscow, spend a day and a bit there and meet our plane when we 

touch down on our way to Sochi.       

As not everyone receives a Masters Degree, I thought it appropriate to 

share with you just a bit about the Adventure of Tim and the support 

provided by his family.  We pick up this story in January of 2009 when 

Jim sent me this message:  

“My son Tim had been studying at Georgetown University for his Masters 

Degree in Arabic Linguistics when he was awarded a one year 

scholarship through the State Department for a critical language 

program at the American University of Cairo.  He started his education 

in Cairo June 1st, 2008.”  

After Tim had been studying for 7 months, Jim and Family decided it 

was time for a visit.  They landed in Cairo on 2008 12 22 to be met by 

traffic conditions described by Jim as chaotic, even as indescribable!  
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Jim Speaks: “The following day we visited the Egyptian Museum in 

Cairo.  It would take days, weeks perhaps to fully visit the artefacts 

stored in this museum.  Most of the items found in King Tut's tomb are 

exhibited here.  It was perhaps the most intriguing museum I have ever 

visited, although I still have a special place in my heart for the 

British Museum in London.” 

 

Jim and Family visited the Pyramids and enjoyed a one hour camel ride 

around the three Great Pyramids in Giza > ending up in front of the 

Sphinx statute, undoubtedly a highlight for each of them. 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Speaks: “We then got adventurous and booked a sleeper train to 

Luxor, 447 miles south of Cairo.  While in Luxor we toured the Luxor 

temple, Temple of Karnac, and The Valley of the Kings.  Each is 

impressive in its own right; however I was particularly stunned by the 

Valley of the Kings.  You are allowed to tour 3 of the King's tombs 

with your ticket - each of the tombs is unique enough yet still 

indescribable in beauty.  The hieroglyphics are so well preserved, as 

are the drawings on the walls.  The tombs have been ransacked by 

thieves over the years, which is what made the discovery of King Tut's 
tomb in 1922 all the more significant.  Since his tomb was actually 

under another, it went undetected by thieves and therefore was the 

only tomb with all the treasures still inside. 

  

We returned back to Cairo for one last day, visiting the Citadel 

mosque as well as the local marketplace.  The people in Egypt could 

not have been any kinder to us, and although the country is 90% Muslim 

and 10% Christian they work side by side in peace and harmony.  In 

fact, we were shocked to see so many Christmas decorations in the 

hotel and shops!”   

 

Story by Jim Allen: (Stan McCormack in Calabogie, ON 2011 05)  

 

     Stephen, Tim, Jim & Beth 1        Professional Camel Driver 
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