
Canadian National Shuffleboard Association
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
Goderich, Ontario Friday, July 24, 2015

President Henry Strong called the meeting to order at 1:05 pm in the upper room at the 
Goderich Memorial Arena, 180 McDonald St., Goderich.

Carl Rogerson gave an invocation.

We have a quorum.

Motion by David Earle to adopt the agenda, seconded by Fred Vaerewyck.  Passed.

Roll Call: Present were President Henry Strong, 1st VP Jim Corbeil, 2nd VP Glenna Earle, 
Treasurer Murray Burnett, Secretary Linda McRae, Past President Myrna Bilton, Directors Bill 
Pollock and Don Breau.  Absent were 3rd VP Roy Babcock and Director Ken Wardley.

Minutes of the May 29, 2014 AGM can be found on the CNSA website 
theshufflersnews.wordpress.com.  Motion by Diana May to adopt minutes, seconded by David
Earle.  Passed.

Treasurer's Report:  Murray Burnett gave a report ending May 31, 2014 and also to the end 
of December 31, 2014 to agree with our bylaws which states our fiscal year end is December 
31.  As of December 31, 2014 the Canadian bank account is $2,447.22.  GICs Canadian 
funds $15,667.65.  Total Canadian funds $18,114.87.  Total US funds $9,352.85.
Full financial statements can be found on the CNSA website 
theshufflersnews.wordpress.com.  Motion by David Earle to accept treasurer's report Jan. 1, 
2015 to July 15, 2015 subject to audit, seconded by Stan McCormack.  Passed.

Auditor's Report:  Murray Burnett read both of Ray Hammond's reports dated February 20, 
2015 covering the periods from June 1, 2013 to May 31, 2014 and from June 1, 2014 to 
December 31, 2014 saying that he found recordings to be accurate.  Motion by Jack Sell to 
accept auditor's report, seconded by Brian Fitzpatrick.  Passed.

Henry Strong stated that the Executive has appointed two auditors for next year, Myrna Bilton 
and Ray Hammond.

Executive Reports:  Can be found at the of the minutes.  Given by 1st VP Jim Corbeil, 2nd VP 
Glenna Earle.  Linda McRae read a report by 3rd VP Roy Babcock.  Reports by Past President
Myrna Bilton and President Henry Strong can also be found at the end of the minutes.

Directors and Provincial Contacts' Reports:  Can be found after the Executive Reports at 
the end of the minutes.  BC report by Linda McRae, AB by Brian Scott and Brian Fitzpatrick, 
SK by Marlene Cowling, MB by Gail Laferriere, PQ by Louise McElrea, NB by Don Breau, PEI
by Fred Vaerewyck and NFLD from Glenda Brake by Glenna Earle.



Old or Unfinished Business:

1.  Rules Committee Report – Bill Pollock

We've been using the new rules since 2009 and have had no complaints about them.  We 
now play four rounds and change colours and play four more rounds.

We have eastern rules and western rules in Canada.

Marlene Cowling made the comment if we want to be recognized as a sport in Canada we 
should all play by the same rules.

2.  Website Report – Bill Boyes.  No report.

3.  Midland 33rd ISA World Tournament, August 2014 – Henry Strong

The 33rd Midland ISA tournament went off without a hitch.  Gary Pipher and his crew did an 
amazing job of organizing it.  All enjoyed renewed friendships and made new ones.  The food 
was excellent as usual and a good time was had by all.  Canada East men and Canada West 
women won the gold.  Congratulations to all participants.

4.  Reason for Articles of Continuance and new bylaws in Sept. 2014 – Linda McRae

In 2011 the Canadian government changed the bylaws for Canadian corporations:  business, 
non profit and not-for-profit.  The CNSA is a not-for-profit entity.  Corporations were given 
three years to transition to the new bylaws to be completed by October 17, 2014.  Articles of 
Continuance had to be written which override the original 1999 Letters Patent.  Our bylaws 
were reworded in some sections to fulfill the mandatory requirements of the new government 
bylaws for not-for-profit corporations.  The Articles of Continuance and the new bylaws were 
approved by the CNSA members at an emergency meeting September 22, 2014 at St Marys, 
ON.  I registered the bylaws with the Canadian government on September 24, 2014.
I have registered with the government of Canada to receive email alerts when there are 
changes to the government regulations.  We have received a password so that we can 
change our board membership and addresses online at no cost.  If we pay our dues online 
they are $20 versus a paper cheque of $40.  If we do not pay our annual dues the Canadian 
government will eventually dissolve our corporation.

5.  Goderich IP 2015 Report – Al Weeks

“Regarding the Inter-Provincial we are really only just feeling our way, the first one I've been 
at.  I really want to thank the helpers and executive for taking over when I was taken ill.  I 
think they have done a good job.  We tried to set prices that were reasonable but we haven't 
got any final figures yet.  We've had several grants, the town of Goderich gave us a $1,000, 
we received $250 from the Sifto Mines and some other smaller grants.  The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation grant was $9,900 for equipment and facility rental of which we have received 
$8,100 so far.  We didn't want to make money on it.  I hope everyone enjoyed themselves, we
tried to do our best to have everything nice.  Thank you.”



New Business:

1.  Glenna Earle announced the players for the singles ISA in Clearwater, FL, Oct. 25 – 30, 
2015

Men playing are:  Geoff Bell, Peter Berg, Rendall Bilton, William Bryan, Don Breau, Murray 
Burnett, Jim Corbeil, John Holder, Ivan Layton, Roy Norman, Jack Thorne and Ralph Webb

Women playing are:  Erika Berg, Myrna Bilton, Norma Bruce, Maureen Bryan, Muriel Burnett, 
Marlene Corbeil, Bev Fowler, Joanne Gallivan, Siggy Gudzus, Lenore Holder, Lorraine Layton
and Doreen Norman

Roy Babcock and Glenna Earle are playing for the President's Select team. 

2.  Participation in the ISA singles as a country

Henry Strong stated “in 2008-9 the CNSA voted at a membership meeting that Canada would 
not take part in an ISA singles tournament.  Every two years the IP and the ISA coincide with 
each other.  In my opinion the ISA is getting very expensive and most likely will be in the 
United States in the next eight out of ten years and with the future of the Canadian dollar, the 
way it is and holding the ISA in the early fall, Canada will have a tough time filling it's quota of 
players.  We had a hard time this year, we could have more people playing in it but we had no
more applicants.

I believe the IP should look at a different format so that everyone who wants to play or has 
applied can play.  Some feel that it's not right that Ontario has more players than other 
provinces so only two teams can compete.  Every province is allowed two teams.

The format we have today is not perfect but I'm sure that with the amount of talented people 
we have in this room we can surely come up with something that would let every player who 
wants to play.”

3.  Filling Directors positions for the CNSA

Motion by Brian Scott to change the by-law, “That the PROVINCIAL DIRECTORS to the 
CNSA be elected by the organized shuffleboard clubs in each province.  Where organized 
clubs do not exist or fail to elect a director, the CNSA Executive shall appoint a provincial 
representative director.  The term shall be for a two year period coinciding with the election of 
CNSA officers”.  Seconded by Jack Sell.  Passed unanimously.

4.  Synchronize CNSA elections with the IP tournaments

Motion by David Earle, “I move that the CNSA synchronize the election of officers with the 
scheduling of the IP tournaments beginning one year past the next national tournament in 
2016”.  Seconded by Brian Scott.  Passed.  One opposing vote.

5.  Hall of Fame entrants to coincide with the IP tournaments.

Motion by Jack Sell, “To have the Hall of Fame entrants coincide with the IP tournaments”, 
seconded by Diana May.  Passed.



6.  Hall of Fame points for CNSA tournaments

Henry Strong stated that the CNSA does not give any points for CNSA tournaments.  The 
Ontario Shuffleboard Association assigns points to the CNSA tournaments for the OSA Hall of
Fame.

Jack Sell asked how much notice is needed for the Hall of Fame nominations.  Diana May 
responded with at least six months.

7.  New fee structure for CNSA members

Henry Strong feels we want to get some kind of format where we can collect money to 
promote or advertise shuffleboard across Canada.  Thinking of hiring a professional agency.
We could turn this over to the ISA President Michael Zellner.  Henry Strong is going to work 
with Michael Zellner on the advertising and promotional initiative.

8.  Announce host for the 2017 IP

Saskatchewan will host the 2017 IP in Moose Jaw.  Final date is still to be set.
SK would like to have the IP around the time of the Moose Jaw tournament so that people 
can participate in both.

Announce time and place of next CNSA annual general meeting 

The next CNSA annual general meeting will be in Woodstock on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 
after play is over usually around 4 pm.

Closing remarks – Henry Strong

“I would like to thank everyone for coming and for your input.  Your board will continue to 
march forward promoting shuffleboard.  It seems like an impossible task at times but consider
what Beethoven did with just seven musical notes, what Michelangelo accomplished with 
seven colours and what Bernie Madoff did with just ten numbers.

We need something to hope for or we stop growing.  There is never a right time to do the 
wrong thing or a wrong time to do the right thing.  I hope everyone has a safe trip home and 
we will see you in Saskatchewan in 2017.” 
  
Adjournment
Motion by Jack Sell to adjourn.  Seconded by William McElrea.  Passed.
Meeting was adjourned at 3 pm.

Respectfully submitted by Linda McRae
July 27, 2015



Executive Reports

Jim Corbeil, 1st Vice President, Ontario

Shuffleboard in south western Ontario is going quite well.

We had a very well attended CNSA tournament in Woodstock in May.  Next year the 
tournament is May 30 to June 2nd, 2016.  We hope to have a better turn out and more prize 
money and draw prizes in 2016.

We had $1,300 added prize money this year and most sponsors have committed for next 
year.

We also had 2 cues from Dom Sports in Toronto to give away and 4 golf passes from Sally 
Creek Golf Club and 200 $10 vouchers from the Ontario Lottery and Games.

The London Shuffleboard Club has grown this year even though we only shuffle one day a 
week.  The membership is up and we seem to add a new member or two every week.

London held 2 mingle/singles tournaments and they were very well attended.

St. Marys Club has about the same number of members as last year and is going strong.  We
shuffle there 3 days a week.

St. Marys is going to hold the Big Apple tournament this year Monday, September 21st .  This 
tournament is always well attended.  We hope this year to see another good turn out this 
year.

All in all it is looking good for the future of shuffleboard in south western Ontario.

Glenna Earle, 2nd Vice President, Nova Scotia

Shuffleboard is alive and well in NS.

The Saltwater Club opened at the end of May and will continue until the end of August.  We 
are still seeking ways of getting "noticed".  The city is not interested in giving us any support 
at all.  We have advertised in the local newspaper and community publications.  Of all the 
possible assisting organizations, only Health & Wellness has provided a small amount of 
funds ($2000.) to us... a "one-time" gift.  Funding is a significant issue.  Thankfully the arena 
has maintained a fee structure which we can almost cover with our membership fees,  but 
nothing is left over.  We do collect a little from our tournaments and Hoss Collar games. We 
are reluctant to increase our dues.

We had 36 members show up on the 1st day and since then, we have received memberships 
from about 45 players.  We have lost some members and acquired some new ones, leaving 
our net about the same as last year.  We have been organizing  an in-club tournament each 
month which the group seems to enjoy.

We have a few members who will play in the Canada 55+ games this year which will be held 
in Pictou County.  The top 3 winners at this competition will be invited to play in the National 



55+ games in ON, 2016.

A new club has been formed on the French shore of NS and they are enjoying a good 
gathering of players there. (report from Louise Turbide)

Oxford is up and running. I hear they are maintaining about the same number of players as 
last year(about  20-25).  (report from David Rushton)

 Roy Babcock, 3rd Vice President, Ontario

Reporting from the north.

A shuffleboard tournament was held recently in Nobel.  There was a very good turnout and 
excellent competition.

The best news of all, Coldwater will be having an OSA tournament in 2016.
As we all know, it is a great place to play (mark your calendar, Henry)

See everyone in Florida.

Myrna Bilton, Past President, Ontario

It has been an honour for me to be the CNSA President and represent Canada at the 
International level.  Thanks to the CNSA board and the Canadian provinces for their support.  
I wish CNSA President Henry Strong and the CNSA board continued success.

Henry Strong, President, Ontario
MY VISION

In my term as president I would like to try to bring together the provinces through the CNSA.  I
believe that through change and open minds we can achieve a united goal.   To make each 
province an equal in the eyes of the CNSA.  As soon as possible, I would like to have an 
executive board member from the east, west and central provinces on the Executive Board.  
To communicate with each other before hosting a major tournament so that there will be no 
conflicts with other provincial tournaments.  I truly believe that this mission is possible but 
cannot be achieved by only the CNSA board, we need all provinces to pitch in and have their 
say and do their part to be successful.  I have some thoughts under new business.  So please
keep an open mind and remember what the united goal is. 

Provincial Reports

Linda McRae for British Columbia

Michael Kelly from BC has had eye surgery so couldn't be here.  He brought back two roll out 
courts to the Delta this year.  Dennis and Linda Kerr brought back two roll out courts to 
Cranbrook.  George and Melody Potter brought back two roll out courts for Inke.  I think 
shuffleboard is growing in BC.



Brian Scott, Alberta Canadian Shuffleboard Association, Innisfail, Alberta

The Alberta Canadian Shuffleboard Association is one of two large court shuffleboard groups 
playing in Alberta.  While formerly registered with the provincial government in 1992, the club 
was playing in various locations throughout the province for several years previously.  The 
club has 12 roll up courts and currently plays out of the Innisfail Alberta Curling Club.  
Activities are hosted May through September and include two large tournaments annually.  A 
mixed singles tournament in June 2015 saw 112 entries and all participants were guaranteed 
a minimum of four games as this is a four event tournament played over four days.  A 12 team
round robin tournament is a five day tournament held in August annually.  The format of these 
events is very popular as players travel a long distance to participate and want to play as 
many games as possible.  We are looking at options to increase our number of playing courts 
which would enable us to open the events to more players.

Brian Fitzpatrick, Foothills Shuffleboard Association, Alberta

We have restarted our club and started to shuffle on the first of July of this year.  We play on 
Monday and Tuesday evenings at 7 pm and Thursday morning at 9:30.  We expect to hold 
two shuffleboard tournaments in 2016.  One in June and one in August.  We have 80 plus 
paid up members and more show up every week.

Marlene Cowling, Director of the Saskatchewan Shuffleboard Association

The Saskatchewan Shuffleboard Association is hosting their 21st Annual Shuffleboard 
Tournament July 20, 21 & 22nd at the T Eaton Centre in Moose Jaw.  There are 76 entries 
coming from Washington, BC, AB, MB and SK participating in the event.  It should be noted 
that the SSA Moose Jaw Tournament has been scheduled for the third week in July since its 
inception.

Regular shuffling in Moose Jaw continues weekly at the T Eaton Centre and Cosmo Centre.
Team Saskatchewan is more than pleased to be here in Goderich shuffling in the 2015 Inter-
Provincial.

President of the SSA,  Al Rathgeber, called a meeting of the executive June 30 th to discuss 
the hosting of the 2017 Inter-provincial.  The vote was unanimous that we host the event.  
However, we are requesting your ongoing support with respect to the 2017 Inter-Provincial.  A
number of questions were raised at the meeting.

-  Are government grants available for the tournament?
- The structure of the committees set up for the tournament?
- If we can set and limit the number of teams entering the tournament?
- If there are preprogrammed draws set up or will a draw master be supplied?
- What kind of support will the CNSA  Board supply?  (hands on, information only or financial)
- Historical information on numbers of teams entered and numbers of boards used?
- A copy of the Canadian Shuffleboard rules?

We are certain other questions will arise as we near the time of the event.  We will be using 
the T Eaton Centre and Cosmo Centre.
The annual 2017 SSA Moose Jaw Tournament will run back to back with the 2017 Inter-
Provincial.  This will give participants the opportunity to shuffle in both tournaments as well as 



tour the city of Moose Jaw and the province of Saskatchewan.

Gail Laferriere, Manitoba

As members of the Westman Shuffleboard Club in Brandon we play twice a week in a curling 
rink that we pay rent for on a yearly basis.  Usually we have 40 – 50 people playing.  On July 
23 and 24 the club hosted an invitational tournament of which there were 24 teams entered.  
In 2016, the club will be celebrating 25 years of playing.  I have been told that weekly play 
takes place at St. Vital.  Also, weekly play takes place at Stonewall but as far as I know there 
are no other organized clubs in Manitoba.

Louise McElrea, Quebec

Thanks to Jim last summer in Midland.  Bill, my husband, was participating in the ISA 
because of Wilma Rudolph.  Since I wasn't playing, I was talking and meeting people.  The 
CNSA wanted to find a representative for Quebec.

We don't have any shuffleboard courts in Quebec.  I received the names of people who 
participated in Dieppe, thanks to Linda and France Demers I have a few names.

Francophones play shuffleboard in Florida but they don't want to get out of the province in the
summer.  We had a very hard time trying to fill up one team.  I'll continue to work on it 
because I enjoy the game and my husband just loves it.  So thank you again and thank you 
for your help, I will ask for some more.    

Fred Vaerewyck, Eastern PEI Shuffleboard Club

The Eastern PEI Shuffleboard Club is in its third year of operation.  The club began in 2013 by
a group of seniors who were familiar with the game from time spent in Florida during the 
winter months.  We were the first to form a shuffleboard club in our province and we have an 
executive and a set of bylaws and a membership of thirty players, with the expectation of 
more now that we have acquired eight roll up courts, for a total of fourteen courts.  We play 
once a week on Wednesday nights at Cavendish Wellness Centre, on the ice surface during 
the summer months and upstairs on hard surface in the winter.

We have encouraged other communities to begin their own clubs and at least three 
communities are actively pursuing this possibility.  We invite people from other communities to
come to play at our club occasionally, and we hold an annual tournament with the Dieppe 
Shuffleboard Club from New Brunswick.  This year we hosted the PEI 55+ Summer Games, 
in which shuffleboard was recognized as a sport for the first time and we had thirty 
participants from across the Island.

Our objective is to increase our membership and introduce shuffleboard to the community as 
a low impact exercise with a great deal of social enjoyment.  We hope to be able to offer our 
sport to other groups in the community such as intellectually challenged adult groups and to 
young people's youth groups.



David Rushton, Cumberland County Shuffleboard Club (CCSC), Nova Scotia

We had a hard time getting started this year, because of the big snow.  The Exhibition building
where we shuffle stores RV's, Boats, and antique cars for the winter, and they normally must 
be out on the last Sunday of April.  This year they could not be removed until the 10th of May, 
because of the snow still around.  When I returned from Florida on the 15 th of April there was 
still 4 ft of snow in my back yard, and 3 ft on my deck with alternating levels of snow and ice.  
Finally they got the vehicles out and then found out there was no water in the building.  The 
valves all froze and had to be replaced, then we finally got the building to us and we had to 
clean it ourselves in order to get started shuffling on the 5th of June.  Then the firemen have 
an auction in the building on the 27th of June so we had to remove our courts the week before 
so they could get set up for the auction.  We are now going to start shuffling on Friday after 
we get our courts back in place.  The lighting in the building is not very good, so we are 
applying for a grant from the Municipality of Cumberland County, and donations from the 
Town of Oxford, and the Exhibition Board to have new fluorescent lighting over our courts.  So
nothing is easy, and we are looking forward to another Home and Home with New Brunswick 
in August to see if we keep the Trophy we won last year or if NB will win it back this year.  We 
currently have 23 members in our club, and will try to advertise to get more members.  Our 
home town newspaper closed down this past winter after over 100 years of covering events in
the Eastern part of Cumberland county, and it is really missed.  We were going to paint the 
courts on the floor of the building this year, but we were so late getting started I have not had 
a chance to get that going. I am going to contact Gary Pipher before we commence that task, 
as recommended by Stan, as Gary has a lot of information on the process.  When I am ready 
I will contact Gary so it is all fresh in my mind.  Hope everything goes well in Goderich, good 
luck to all participants but an extra bit of luck to the Nova Scotia teams.
Bravo Zulu.

Louise Turbide, Meteghan, Nova Scotia

Our group is doing well, we have 23 signed members this season.  We shuffle three nights 
but it seems the participation is not enough on the Wed. night so we are thinking of removing 
that night from our shuffling schedule.  We had a few tournaments and the participation was 
great, players really enjoy the tournaments.

The Curling arena we are using is having a Bonspiel which is an annual event in July so 
because of that we are not shuffling in July.  It takes a couple of weeks to set up before their 
Bonspiel and a couple of weeks after for the ice to thaw out.

We would really enjoy having you to come down and play with us sometime.  It would have to 
be either in August or September and we would play in the afternoon so it would be better for 
you to go back home the same day, would a Wednesday afternoon be convenient for you?  
That would be a lot of fun for you to come down and see our setup and play with us.

Don Breau, New Brunswick

One thing I want to mention first.  The tournament we had here this week as far as I am 
concerned went real well.

We held the International in 2011 and we had the National in 2013.  So we've been busy but 
as a club we are the New Brunswick Association.  We have 21 courts on cement in Dieppe in 



the summertime.  We play in Riverview in the winter with eight roll out courts.

In Moncton, we play in Crosswinds Centre.  We've been there 30 years.  We play there year 
round in the gym.  We have eight roll out courts.

We have summer and winter memberships about 75 – 80 all total.

We have a few pros but our play is social so we get more people.  Our membership is only 
$10.  What we do is run a 50/50 each time we play so that keeps us ahead.

We had the senior provincial tournament in June in Dieppe and shuffleboard had the most 
participants of all the sports.  We had 173 people.  Thank you.

Glenda Brake, Newfoundland

The town of Paradise obtained two roll out shuffleboard kits in the fall of 2014.  It was 
advertised in the town's recreation brochures and play commenced at the Recreation Centre 
in January.  There is lots of interest with 25 or more seniors playing Tuesday mornings and 
afternoons.  The Recreation Department sets up, takes down and puts away the equipment.  
Play continued until the first week of June and will start up again in September.  Everyone 
hopes to have more courts so that more folks can play and extend it to two days a week.  
Some have become good shufflers.

Hant's Harbour has one outdoor court which is used July to September.  Mount Pearl, 
neighbouring city to Paradise expects to have three courts in September to start up 
shuffleboard playing.  We look forward to increased interest and the formation of a 
shuffleboard organization.  I hope to have Newfoundland teams for the next Inter-Provincial 
Tournament.


